TOWN CRIER (Pete): Rings bell. Here ye, Here ye all those for the wedding of Prince Benjamin and Princess Penelope please enter the castle. Ensure you have a full tankard of ale or a goblet of wine for much merrimaking. The wedding of our age is upon us.  (Repeated)

(Pete and best man squish every one in as well as they can and advise those near the stairs that once I come down they can go up and sit on the stairs to make more room)

Music begins……..

Music Intro: Princess Bride - Guide my sword. 
CELEBRANT: The coming together of two souls traditionally involves the father of the bride committing to the wedding by agreeing to the marriage. To this end I ask:

Which king of the realm giveth this fair maiden to be wed today?

IAN: I do.  (Father then sits and Penelope finds her place)

CELEBRANT: Friends, family, countrypersons.  I welcome you to this betrothal where we are gathered to celebrate love in all its forms but especially the love that makes a commitment between two people. The kind of love that is not afraid to make promises. A love that is not afraid to work and to struggle. A love that seeks not only to be, but to continue. A love that is based not only on the pleasures of the present but on the hopes of the future. 

And so it is we are here to celebrate the coming together of Prince Benjamin and Princess Penelope.

Prince Benjamin, do you come here to be joined with Princess Penelope?

BENJAMIN:  I do for she knows my heart

CELEBRANT: Princess Penelope, do you come here to be joined with Prince Benjamin.

PENELOPE:  I do for he knows my heart.

CELEBRANT: Do all ye country folk approve of the joining of these two royal persons? On the count of three swing your tankard or goblet and cheer HAZZAH if it be true. 1 … 2 … 3 …

Congregation: Hazzah!

Celebrant to couple: Did you hear that?

Penelope:  I did…………. but I’d love to hear it again. 

Celebrant: On the count of three swing your tankard or goblet and cheer hazzah if ye approve. 1 … 2 … 3 …

Congregation: HAZZAH!

CELEBRANT: Not only do you country folk witness today’s proceedings but forsooth, ye are active participants in this joyous celebration of love and commitment. To this end we invite you to partake of the ancient and honourable warming of the rings ceremony whereby the rings will be passed amongst you all and as they come to you we ask that you hold them but for a brief moment and offer your thoughts and blessing for the couple that stand before you.

And as the rings commence their journey amongst you all, I wish to share a little of the story that has brought us to this wonderful celebration.
Four months after first meeting Princess Penelope at a mead hall in the valley of fortitude, our noble Prince decided this fair damsel was to his bride.  Benjamin sought near and far for a ring worthy of a princess and organised an evening to remember. 

Benjamin did go down upon one knee and ask for her hand in marriage.  Our extrovert, Princess Penelope, was so awe struck by the possibility of such a man asking for her hand that she was for quite some time at a loss for words ….  which is no mean feat as Penelope informs me herself. 

I did ask of them when they met me a sennight ago why it is they see each other as their betrothed for life.

Prince Benjamin replies that he regards Princess Penelope as the fairest maiden of all the lands. He relishes her laughter, her good sense of humour and admires exceedingly her care for animals and all that that says of her wonderful caring and nurturing nature.  He pondered for a moment and concluded with the comment that he cannot imagine spending his life with any other than the most beautiful Princess Penelope.

And Princess Penelope responded to my questions with the observation that Prince Benjamin is but the grandest of best friends a lass could ever ask for. She says she is able to share her all with him and that he instils great mirth within her. She advised that he is extremely talented, kind and attentive. She concluded by saying that Prince Benjamin is her knight in shining armour and her perfect man.

CELEBRANT: It is appropriate that at this point in our proceedings that we all do, of good cheer and sound voice, celebrate this betrothal with a song of gusto and import.

SHANTY/ HYMN  - The Black Adder
Sword Ritual
We now ceremoniously observe the power of the sword and the meaning this brings to such a special occasion as we are here to hare this day.
PENELOPE: (Removes own sword and lays at groom’s feet) My beloved, my sword and my sword arm, are at your service, to fight by your side

BENJAMIN: (Removes own sword and lays at bride’s feet) My beloved, my sword and my sword arm, are at your service, to fight for your honour.

ANGELA: (Removes own sword and puts it across other sword) A kinswoman’s sword to show my ladies sharp wit and cunning are at your disposal.
PHILLIP: (removes own sword and lays on pile) A Best Man’s sword to show my lord’s cleverness and agility are laid here for your use. 

REBECCA: (Removes own sword and lays on the pile) Her strength will defend your back She will be a shield to your heart and holdings. 
TOWN CRIER PETER: (Removes own sword and lays on the pile) His power will defend your name. He will be a shield to your hearth and hopes.
PENELOPE:  I have laid down mine and my parties arms because with you I need no armour or reinforcements. With you, I can be vulnerable and know I will not be betrayed. I trust you.

BENJAMIN: I have laid down mine and my kinsmans arms because with you I need no armour or reinforcements. With you, I can be vulnerable and know I will not be betrayed. I trust you.

CELEBRANT: I now need to declare my position before ye all.

My name is Peter Evans and I am duly authorized by law to solemnize this marriage according to the law. Before you are joined in marriage, in my presence, and in the presence of these witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and binding nature of the relationship into which you are now about to enter.  Marriage, according to law in Australia, is the union of a man and a woman, to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.
The intimate moment in this betrothal comes when our Prince and Princess declare before us all the depth and meaning of their commitment to each other.

BENJAMIN:

I call upon the people here present to witness that I Ben Crossman take you, Penelope , to be my lawful wedded wife.

I wish to join my life with yours. To stand by your side and sleep in your arms. To be a joy to your heart and food for your soul. To work as partners and live as a family while we grow old together. I vow to love honour and respect you. To hold you in my heart but not bind you to my will.  I promise to listen carefully, to stay with you through struggles and pleasures all the days of my life. 
PENELOPE:

I call upon the people here present to witness that I Penelope take you, Ben Crossman, to be my lawful wedded husband. 

I wish to join my life with yours. To stand by your side and sleep in your arms. To be a joy to your heart and food for your soul. To work as partners and live as a family while we grow old together. I vow to love honour and respect you. To hold you in my heart but not bind you to my will.  I promise to listen carefully, to stay with you through struggles and pleasures all the days of my life. 

 Ring 
CELEBRANT: The first gift our couple have to offer in their marriage is the exchange of rings.

Rings are an ancient symbol blessed and simple. And as a ring has no beginning and no end, so to do our Prince and Princess believe that their love has no beginning and no end.

In a tradition as old as mankind itself, we have a ring bearer of noble descent and great loyalty. Could the current holder of the rings please make themselves known. 

(Julian puts rings in Sooty’s treasure chest on his costume and leeds him to the end of the red carpet.)

CELEBRANT: Bring forth the ageing canine steed. 

Penelope: Sooty! (Penelope takes rings from steed )

Celebrant: Benjamin and Penelope please take hands. We all understand the gesture that you are now making. To reach out to someone and be acknowledged, held, and loved is what we all want. Taking the hand of one that loves you is the symbol of that unspoken bond. Your hands are also the part of you that you use the most. Every day you look down at your hands as they do their job, and this is why we wear a token of our wedding vows there. Every day, as you look down, you will see a brief flash of light, a sparkle as the ring placed on your finger today will shine. It will remind you, again and again, over and over, of your promise to your loved one. Every time you take hands, you will feel that wedding ring on your partners hand and you will be reminded again in turn. It will always be with you, visible, worn openly and with pride. 

Benjamin: With this ring I claim you as my own. 

Penelope: With this ring I claim you as my own

CELEBRANT: These two lives are now joined in one unbroken circle.  Wherever they go, may they always return to one another in their togetherness.  May Penelope and Benjamin find in each other, the love for which all men and women long.  May they grow in understanding and in compassion.  May the castle that they have established be such a place of sanctuary that man and beast will find there a friend.  And may these two rings symbolise the spirit of undying love in the hearts of Benjamin and Penelope.  I now pronounce you husband and wife.  You may kiss the bride.

FOLLOWING THE SIGNING OF THE DOCUMENTS:

Could I please ask the sword bearers to collect these swords to make a departure arch in readiness for the departure of our couple

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my delight to be able to introduce to you, for the very first time, our newly married couple, the Prince and the Princess, Mr and Mrs Benjamin and Penelope Crossman

Exit Song: Princess bride – A happy ending

